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4th February 2008
Dear GMB member,
RE: Request for your opinions on the UK’s asylum system

I am writing to you as one of the Co-chairs of the Independent Asylum Commission  to tell you about CITIZENS SPEAK – an initiative launched by the by the Independent Asylum Commission to make sure that ordinary citizens get a say in the biggest independent public consultation on sanctuary in the UK in recent times.  
We want to know what values you think should determine how we treat those who come here seeking sanctuary from persecution.  There are a range of ways for you to let us know what you think before we report to Ministers and the political parties later this year::

1. Email your opinions  to citizensspeak@cof.org.uk or write to Citizens Speak c/o Independent  Asylum Commission, 112 Cavell Street, E1 2JA

2. Hold a People’s Commission in your local area with your friends, colleagues or GMB branch. People’s Commissions are similar to a citizens’ jury where a group of people meet to debate an issue and then make recommendations about how we should treat those seeking sanctuary in the UK. Email citizensspeak@cof.org.uk for more information.
3. Visit Friction TV and respond to our online video on the discussion page. The website address is: http://www.friction.tv/debate.php?debateno=779
4. Visit www.citizensspeak.org.uk to find out more.
I look forward to hearing from you soon.
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Kind regards
Sir John Waite
Co-Chair of the Independent Asylum Commission

Independent Asylum Commission, 112 Cavell St, London, E1 2JA. (
( 020 7043 9878 ( jonathan.cox@cof.org.uk ( 

( www.independentasylumcommission.org.uk ( COF is a registered charity (No. 1107264)
